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SUBCHAPTER G—SURFACE COAL MINING AND RECLAMA-
TION OPERATIONS PERMITS AND COAL EXPLORATION
SYSTEMS UNDER REGULATORY PROGRAMS

PART 772—REQUIREMENTS FOR
COAL EXPLORATION

Sec.
772.1 Scope and purpose.
772.10 Information collection.
772.11 Notice requirements for exploration

removing 250 tons of coal or less.
772.12 Permit requirements for exploration

that will remove more than 250 tons of
coal or that will occur on lands des-
ignated as unsuitable for surface coal
mining operations.

772.13 Coal exploration compliance duties.
772.14 Commercial use or sale.
772.15 Public availability of information.

AUTHORITY: 30 U.S.C. 1201 et seq. and 16
U.S.C. 470 et seq.

SOURCE: 48 FR 40634, Sept. 8, 1983, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 772.1 Scope and purpose.
This part establishes the require-

ments and procedures applicable to
coal exploration operations on all lands
except for Federal lands subject to the
requirements of 43 CFR parts 3480–3487.

[48 FR 40634, Sept. 8, 1983, as amended at 48
FR 44779, Sept. 30, 1983]

§ 772.10 Information collection.
(a) In accordance with 44 U.S.C. 3501

et seq., the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) has approved the infor-
mation collection and recordkeeping
requirements of this part. The OMB
clearance number is 1029–0112. OSM and
State regulatory authorities use the
information collected under this part
to maintain knowledge of coal explo-
ration activities, evaluate the need for
an exploration permit, and ensure that
exploration activities comply with the
environmental protection, public par-
ticipation, and reclamation require-
ments of parts 772 and 815 of this chap-
ter and 30 U.S.C. 1262. Persons seeking
to conduct coal exploration must re-
spond to obtain a benefit.

(b) OSM estimates that the combined
public reporting and recordkeeping
burden for all respondents under this
part will average 11 hours per notice or

application submitted, including time
spent reviewing instructions, searching
existing data sources, gathering and
maintaining the data needed, and com-
pleting and reviewing the collection of
information. Specifically, OSM esti-
mates that preparation of a notice of
intent to explore under § 772.11 will re-
quire an average of 10 hours per notice,
preparation and processing of an appli-
cation for coal exploration under
§ 772.12 will require an average of 103
hours per application, compliance with
§ 772.14 will require an average of 18
hours per application, and record-
keeping and information collection
under § 772.15 will require an average of
approximately 1 hour per response.
Send comments regarding this burden
estimate or any other aspect of these
information collection requirements,
including suggestions for reducing the
burden, to the Office of Surface Mining
Reclamation and Enforcement, Infor-
mation Collection Clearance Officer,
1951 Constitution Avenue, N.W., Wash-
ington, DC 20240; and the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, Office of Informa-
tion and Regulatory Affairs, Attention:
Interior Desk Officer, 725 17th Street,
N.W., Washington, DC 20503. Please
refer to OMB Control Number 1029–0112
in any correspondence.

[64 FR 70837, Dec. 17, 1999]

§ 772.11 Notice requirements for explo-
ration removing 250 tons of coal or
less.

(a) Any person who intends to con-
duct coal exploration operations out-
side a permit area during which 250
tons or less of coal will be removed,
shall, before conducting the explo-
ration, file with the regulatory author-
ity a written notice of intention to ex-
plore. Exploration which will take
place on lands designated as unsuitable
for surface coal mining operations
under subchapter F of this chapter,
shall be subject to the permitting re-
quirements under § 772.12. Exploration
conducted under a notice of intent
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